





Figure 2: Annika’s death record.
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Doing Swedish research

Using Genline or its competitors calls for navigation
outside of the application—Ilike driving a vehicle with a manual
transmission as opposed to an automatic—or flying an airplane
without the benefit of autopilot. I was fortunate to have a specific
starting point from my cousin Nils. Many Swedish records
have been abstracted and indexed in the IGI—another guide.

In general, the researcher works backwards (or forward) with
clues from known information; i.e., moving from birth records

to household exam records and so on. There are two excellent
and comprehensive handbooks on Swedish genealogy available:
Cradled in Sweden, by Carl-Erik Johansson, and Your Swedish
Roots, by Per Clemensson and Kjell Andersson. Other useful aids
include a Swedish-English dictionary and an historical gazetteer.
The periodical Swedish American Genealogist 1s readable, helpful
and motivating.

In addition to the drill down, pre-filled searching that Genline
FamilyFinder allows, 1 also like the abilities of having multiple
viewer windows open at the same time and creating bookmarks
that I can come back to later. Using a GID, I can go directly to a
specific page. I find this application to be quite usable. Except in
the records, Swedish is never a problem! Nor have I experienced

application crashes or poor performance.

Typically I record the parish name, volume call number, and page number in my sources. I also
include any extraction/transcription/translation—saving the next guy some work and (I hope) setting
an example. I record GID in my source information, even though I know it is unique to Genline and
may turn out to be ephemeral.

Competition
A recent issue of the English-language newsletter published by DIS, Rooted in Sweden 5 (January
2008), has an article called “The Digital Race.” In that piece, we learn that Genline has competition
from two other Sweden-based efforts and from Ancestry.com. Presently, Genline is the only one that has
parish records for all Swedish counties through 1895.
» Svensk arkivinformation (SVAR) has been selling microfiche of Swedish records to U.S. patrons for
many years. SVAR also has digitized non-parish sources: taxation, military, and convict records. In
addition, it has indexed Swedish censuses (1860—80 partially, and 1890-1900 completely).
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Genline

Genline AB

Hallviagen 14

SE-121 62 Johanneshov
Sweden

Minimum requirements

The free, downloadable
FamilyFinder application from Genline
is currently at version 2.4.4 for
Windows 2000, XP, and Vista, and
version 2.2.2 for Mac computers.
Genline has a detailed online guide
that steps new users through all the
application’s functions.

Price

Free, but to have full access to
the Swedish Church Records archives,
you must be registered with Genline
and sign up for a subscription. Prices
vary depending on time period.

» ArkivDigital offers non-parish sources, too: court, probate, and military records.
» Ancestry.com has only one complete county’s church records so far. Ancestry also provides access
to the useful Emihamn passenger lists.
Annual subscription fees for the four services range from US$130 to US$300.

The future

It is hard to say what will happen because of the digitization race. There may be a price war or
consolidation. To remain competitive, Genline should digitize more types of records, such as probate,
census (mantalslingd), and military.

Another Swedish cousin is calling—David Kling of Cibolo, Texas. He tells me that his
grandfather, brother of my great-great-grandfather, also migrated from Jonkoping /in to Illinois in the

1800s.... DG

Gary Shea is a freelance writer and consultant residing in Bayside, Wisconsin. He has pursued
genealogical research since 1996, published many genealogy articles, and presented at NGS and
other conferences. His family tree Web site is at Gary Shea’s Family History.

Time to renew!!
Subscriptions are US$20 annually; publication comes out bimonthly.

May/June 2008 Digital Genealogist


http://www.digitalgenealogist.com/subscribe.html
http://www.arkivdigital.se
http://www.ancestry.com
mailto:garytshea@att.net
http://g-and-y.home.att.net/
http://www.genline.com
http://www.genline.com/support/GFFWin2_anv_info.php
http://www.genline.com/prislista/

Reviews
Of this
‘N that

Editor’s note: Items for review in this column
should be sent to Editor, Digital Genealogist,
P.O. Box 6386, Plymouth, MI 48170-8486
USA. Please only send items that relate
specifically to genealogy and technology, such
as data CDs or books about various aspects of

digital genealogy.
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New England Migration:
The Collected Works of Charles Edward Banks

Reviewed by Sandra MacLean Clunies, ca

Published by Archive CD Books USA, 9110 Red Branch Road Suite “O”; Columbia, MD 21045,
410-715-2260. CD-ROM, 2006. $38.88.

If you do colonial New England research, you probably have on your bookshelf one or
more of the classic texts on migration by Charles Edward Banks, published from 1929 to 1937.

Now, these four basic volumes have been digitized into one text-searchable CD by
Archive CD Books USA.

Banks used a variety of formats for these books. The Topographical Dictionary arranges
the immigrants by their county and parish of English origin. Planters of the Commonwealth
organizes the passengers according to the vessel on which they sailed to New England, where
this information is known. The Winthrop Fleet and Pilgrim Fathers books focus on two of the
most celebrated groups of immigrants, the passengers to Massachusetts Bay in 1630 and the
settlers of Plymouth in the 1620s.

Robert Charles Anderson, FasG, author of the noted “The Great Migration” series,
and consultant to Archive CD Books USA, notes that these books by Banks “...should be
consulted at the beginning of any research project.”

As with other CDs covering multiple books, you have a choice of examining any or all of
them in one search. Clicking on the first screen to “Search All Books” brings up three screens
of help files to get you started. The CD uses a technology called Searchable FastFind, and
since the arrival of Acrobat Reader 8, the search function has been upgraded to include an
optional new path for this version.

Having recently upgraded to Adobe Reader 8 myself, I found it was more challenging to
use with this CD than with the old familiar versions 6 or 7. The technology in 8 required the
addition of some extra navigation steps that lengthened the search journey. I also prefer other
features of earlier Reader versions, and may just return to them.

There are many optional search functions, including an advanced function. The simplest
step is to enter a surname of interest to locate the book or books that contain it. _

With this CD, you can clear four more books from your crowded home g
office and donate them to your local genealogical society or library.

Sandy Clunies has been certified by BCG since 1993 and currently serves as president of |
the National Capital Area Chapter of APG and on the APG Board of Directors. She specializes &
in colonial American research and is active in many lineage societies.
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Probate Reconds

Provinee of Mew Hampshire
1635-1771

ARCHIVE CD BOOKS USA
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Probate Records of the Province of New
Hampshire, 1635-1771

Reviewed by Linda Woodward Geiger, ca, coL

Edited by Albert Stillman Batchellor, et. al. Published by Archive CD Books USA; 9110 Red Branch Road
Suite “0”; Columbia, MD 21045. CD-ROM, 2007. §59.95.

The CD contains exact duplications of the contents of the original nine volumes (6,151 pages)
of the Probate Records of the Province of New Hampshire, 1635—1771. The volumes were scanned and the
images modified to make the pages searchable. The high-quality images are clear and easy to read.

What historical information will you find on the CD?

These volumes contain transcripts or abstracts of all known probate records of the Province of
New Hampshire from its earliest settlement until 1771. Colonial New Hampshire was an independent
colony from its first settlement in 1623 until 1641, when it was joined with the Massachusetts Bay
Colony. Some of the materials were located (by the original compilers) within the files of Essex and
Suffolk counties in Massachusetts and York County in what would be come Maine. In his description
of the CD, Robert Charles Anderson, FASG, tells us that “When no citation for a document is provided,
the assumption is that the document is in the original province files. Complete volume and page
citations are provided for documents found only in the province record books, or in the files and
records of other jurisdictions.

In these volumes are transcripts of wills and abstracts of other probate records, including
administrations, bonds, inventories, petitions, and licenses. pertaining to the estates of residents of the
province. In some instances, users will find lot plans for real estate.

The records are arranged in chronological order. Each volume contains an alphabetical list of
estates therein at the beginning of the volume and a place and name index at the end. These features
are particularly useful for those users of the CD who would like to browse individual volumes. The
records were first published by the state of New Hampshire as Volumes 31 through 39 of the State
Papers series, from 1907 to 1941. The nine volumes of probate records were later reprinted, but can be
difficult to find.

Requirements

The CD is fully searchable using Adobe Reader (version 5 or later) on any Windows, Macintosh, or
Unix computer. When the CD is inserted in the CD-ROM drive, it starts automatically, so there is no
need to install special software in order to see this reference material.
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Linda Woodward Geiger The auto-start of the CD first leads users to the license agreement, which must be acknowledged
is a Certified Genealogist prior to using the CD. Next, users are provided with choices to view any one of the nine volumes or to
and a Certified Genealogical search all books using FastFind.
Lecturer. She 18 an exper, tenced Users may expect that selecting “Search All Books” would lead to a search page, but that is not
résear cher SIZ ‘;f;ahzgng ;n y the case. “Search All Books” returns a PDF file containing explicit search instructions. “Search Help”
corgia ana New mngiand returns the same file. In order to search the volume, you must first select any one of the nine volumes,

research and federal records in . ) .

choose the binocular icon on the menu bar, and then enter either a word or phrase. Be sure to carefully
the Southeast and Southwest B .

read the “Search Help” document.

regions. She lectures at . ) . .o
national and regional conferences and is a principal Once users pass this minor hurdle, they will find the CD easy to search and to use. Printing

of Regional In-depth Genealogical Studies appropriate pages is easily accomplished using the Adobe Reader interface.

Alliance, dedicated to teaching historians research

techniques in the National Archives. In addition, Conclusion

she is the current treasurer of the Georgia Chapter I own five scattered reprint volumes of the original books, but have never been able to obtain

of the Trail of Tears Association and designs Web reasonably priced books to complete the series. At last there is a user-friendly CD with all nine volumes

sites for genealogical and historical societies as well gathered in one place, and I'm able to gain nine inches of valuable shelf space.

as for individuals. Anyone conducting research in colonial New Hampshire will find this a valuable and user-friendly
resource.
Finding Your Canadian Ancestors:
CANADIAN A Beginner’s Guide

ANCES.T...Q.R_S Reviewed by Joan Griffin

-

vt

By Sherry Irvine and Dave Obee. Published by Ancestry Publications, 360 West 4800 North, Provo, UT
84604; 801-705-7000. 269 pages. Softbound. 2007. §18.95.

Finding Your Canadian Ancestors purports a “beginner’s guide,” but I have been doing Ontario
research for more than thirty years and learned a lot by reading this book. It is well organized and very
informative. This is a book that libraries and any researchers of Canadian records should have on their
shelves. It covers a lot in its 269 pages. My concern about the book is the lack of some resources.

It is basically divided into three sections, the first being the records and how and where to obtain
them. Each chapter lists Web sites, addresses, bibliographies, and information on each type of record.

Entries in the table of contents include the Library and Archives of Canada located in Ottawa,;
Canadian geography and finding localities; immigration records; census records (mostly from 1851 to
1911, not all are indexed); and vital records (birth, marriage, and death records held by the province
that start in the late 1860s).
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Joan Griffin lives in
Plymouth, Michigan, and
Kent County, Ontario,
Canada. She has been active
in the Ontario Genealogical
Society for more than twenty-
five years and was co-chair
of two of its seminars as well
as chair of the Kent County
Branch of OGS. She has spoken in Michigan and
Ontario many times.
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This book is published by Ancestry; therefore, no information is included on rivals, like Heritage
Quest, Footnote, or Global Genealogy, which has the largest inventory of Canadian genealogy books.
An example of this void is the subject of marriage records. There are many marriage records that have
been published that cover the period prior to 1867. There are the district marriages that start in the late
1700s and go up to the beginning of the government vital records—around 1868. These records have
been published by Global Heritage Press and NorSim Research and Publishing. There are thousands of
marriages in the district marriage records, covering all religions except Church of England (Anglican)
and the Roman Catholic.

Other records
e Church registers and cemetery records (There is a difference between cemetery records and
the transcriptions—transcriptions contain the info that is on the actual stone. Remember that
your ancestor may be buried in a cemetery without a stone, or the old stone is gone because of
weather, vandals, etc.)
e Wills and probate
¢ Land records—the authors have done a very good synopsis on these
e Military records—this section is well written. They cover the period from 1763, with the Treaty
of Paris, to the Korean War. There is a wealth of information on military records online. One
source that should have been included is Men of Upper Canada, Militia Nominal Rolls 1828—1829,
published by the Ontario Genealogical Society. Males between the ages of 16 and 50 were
required to enroll. The book is done by locations but is indexed by name. This is an often
overlooked source. It put me back another generation on my O’Keefe line.
e Canadian newspapers—which can be a goldmine
There are chapters on other ways to find your people, on the Aboriginals, on the Acadians, and
on the Loyalists. There is a large portion of the book devoted to each province in Canada, of which
there are ten, plus the Territories. For each province there is a map, a history of the area, places to find
certain records, Web sites, and addresses. I am impressed as to how much data was inserted into a few
pages.
The book also contains four appendices dealing with research fundamentals and hazards using the
Internet, surname spellings, and locations that are duplicated.
I found this book very helpful and informative. Everyone doing Canadian research should have
access to Finding Your Canadian Ancestors. Just remember that the book does not cover all resources and
locations.
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A Guide to Mormon Family History Sources
Reviewed by Tanya Kelley

By Kip Perry, published by Ancestry Publishing; 360 West 4800 North, Provo, Utah 84604; 1-800-262-3787.
*ﬁb ]I {‘}'I']: L‘E:'I i_-} 231 pp. Paperback. $16.95. . . ‘ .

- ud The handsome cover of this book drew me in, the vast amount of resources available to family
history researchers kept me searching inside. I found myself eager to peruse the extensive number of
pioneer histories and records I never knew existed.

My interest was stirred only by my curiosity about pioneers in general. I have no pioneer ancestors,
Mormon or otherwise. This fact, combined with Mormons’ known penchant for genealogy, made me
wonder if this book has a limited audience, even among Mormons.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (also known as the Mormon Church or LDS
Church) has encouraged its members to research their genealogy since its inception. Mormons with
pioneer heritage often have their genealogy thoroughly documented. Newer members and non-LDS
members typically don’t have Mormon pioneer ancestors.

From a strictly genealogical standpoint that may be considered a limitation. However, this book
offers those with Mormon roots a thorough and informative list of resources to enable them to study
their family members as individuals and in the context of church history.

Did great-great-grandmother keep a diary that you never knew about? Check out listings such
as Trails of Hope: Overland Diaries and Letters, 1846—1869, an online collection of diaries and
journals of both LDS and non-LDS members. Where did your great-uncle serve his mission? See the
Missionary Index listed on page 27 and you’ll find the microfiche records are located at the Family
History Library and Church History Library.

Sources for photos, minutes of various church meetings, obituaries, church membership records,
church census records, temple records, immigration records, and much more are included. Listings
contain easy-to-read descriptions of types of information each source offers, type of format (CD-ROM,
microfilm, online, in print, etc.) and where to find it (Web site address or physical address).

Many long-time LDS members may be surprised by the documents they have available to them. A
patriarchal blessing—a personal blessing that gives individual counsel—is considered quite private. In
the thirty plus years since receiving mine, I assumed that if I lost the typewritten copy, it was gone for
good. As I searched this book, I found that digitized copies of patriarchal blessings are available to the
Church member, spouse, or direct-line descendents. Not only is this information valuable for the living,
but it also enables one to know what counsel their ancestors had based their choices on.

For new Latter-day Saints and less experienced family historians, this book is an excellent guide
for getting started. Newer LDS members or non-members will find the introduction helpful for a basic

FAMILY HISTORY SOLUTROES
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understanding of LDS temple ordinances. The timeline in chapter 1, “Historical Background,” offers
readers a clear record of the frequent LDS migrations. The chapter also details the dates of name
changes of various LDS storage sites and organizations. Anyone new to genealogy will benefit from the
information found in chapter 2, “Beginning your Research.”

The remaining chapters sort sources by indexes, compiled and printed records, original records,
emigration/immigration, computer resources, Internet sites, and in-print material to allow LDS
researchers to quickly determine options for searching. Black and white photos illustrate some of the
LightSpeed Networks, a documents readers may expect t(? find. . o
computer sales and repair For non-LDS researchers with ancestors that lived near early Mormons, there are some listings
company. that include some non-LDS locals. For instance, the listing of Mormons and Their Neighbors, an
online database index of more than 100,000 biographical sketches, includes some of other faiths. There
are also references to several Reorganized Latter-day Saints or RLDS (now The Community of Christ)
resources.

Appendix A, “Abbreviations, Acronyms, and Terms,” is extremely helpful to anyone trying to
learn the esoteric language of LDS genealogy.

Overall, I found 4 Guide to Mormon Family History Sources easy to use and very helpful. At $16.95,
it is reasonably priced for beginning and more seasoned genealogists. This book is a must-have for any
LDS Family History Center. DG

Tanya Kelley is a

freelance writer from
Ashmore, Illinois.

She and her husband
currently operate Webcraft
Marketing, a Web site
design business. They

are the former owners of
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y best friend and fellow genealogist, Chris, has been going through a difficult period in the

last year, with the loss of her mother and now having to deal with her father’s own failing

health. In a recent phone conversation, she was reminiscing about her early days pursuing
genealogy and how her father would often say, “I’ll believe it when you take me back to Adam.” And
so, Chris, in all her mischievousness, told me how she sought out a biblical genealogy class to help her
take her roots all the way back to Adam.

Now, her finding a link to Adam doesn’t surprise me. I swear, Chris is related to everyone—except
me. She can be talking with a total stranger and before you know it, the two will be sharing a common
ancestor. If your common ancestor just happens to be Adam, you wouldn’t have to attend a class to
trace your biblical lineage, all that information is now on the Web.

One of the first sites I visited was Sierra Western Home Loans. While I didn’t quite understand
why a mortgage company would have a link on its site to “Bible Genealogy & Ancient History,” it was
still a comfort to know that a business existed that could help you save money and your soul all at the
same time. I must admit though, I didn’t click on their “EZ Apply” button to see whether I had to sell
my soul to get one of their loans.

Now the next site got me a little bit closer to tracing Adam. At Genealogy.uCan you can view a
listing of all the descendants of Adam from about 4000 BC. The site also offers a listing of descendants
for such notables as Noah and Methuselah, as well as English royalty. But while you're there, don’t
forget to check out their other link sites, like Hemorrhoid Treatment.uCan. Sometimes surfing the net,
or in this case, staying on one page too long, can cause a real pain.

Just when I was beginning to lose all hope, suddenly a bright light broke through the dark skies
and Abetterhope.com appeared on my computer screen. Although the actual subject of the site was for
the genealogy of Jesus, the webmaster began Jesus’ lineage with Adam and Eve as the first generation.
Now Adam, according to this genealogy, was born on 31 March 4001 BC. Eve, on the other hand was
“more ‘made’ than created” so her birth date was listed as unknown. The site says “She could have
been formed on the sixth day or later but it is not worth arguing about.” Oh really? Most women don’t
like revealing their age, but forget their birthday and, ask any man, you’re toast.

For those who like their genealogy well documented, this site is rather disappointing. For example,
the tenth generation in the chart is for Noah. It is noted that Noah was “born in 1056” and “died in
2006 at the age of 950 years.” Although I have a tendency to suffer at times from that malady called
Blonde Syndrome, I think I would have remembered reading some obit about a 950-year old man dying
two years ago. Besides, how did the Guinness Book of World Records miss something like that? It’s just a
gentle reminder to genealogists to mind their BCs and their ADs.

Now the lack of primary sources didn’t stop Biblia.com from tracing Jesus’ lineage. Its sources
were strictly from the Bible, preferring to site the specific verse as its form of documentation.
Unfortunately for Adam, he only gets a passing reference on this site, but what I found most interesting
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Susan Zacharias is the layout manager of the NGS
NewsMagazine and the past editor of the award-
winning publication, OGS Genealogy News, for
the Ohio Genealogical Society. Her writings have
appeared in several genealogical publications. Susan
is a member of NGS, OGS, and the International
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is the webmaster’s almost disdain for genealogy, except, of course, for Jesus himself. For example,
“Most ancestors were holy and important people...but some of us would have been ashamed of
ancestors who were criminals, murderers, prostitutes, adulterous...” I hate to break the news to the
webmaster, but if you believe you are somehow related to Adam and Eve, those were your ancestors.
[Editor’s note: This Web site was changed to a Spanish-language site between the author’s writing of this column
and the final production of the magazine—one more reminder of the fluid nature of the Internet.]

Luckily there were many more biblical sites enthusiastic about genealogy as a whole, although
it was difficult finding one that went from the known (English royals) to the really, really unknown
(Bible). One site that just reverberated about biblical genealogy was by David Marshall. Consider this
little statement: “Bible Genealogy Manuscript for sale. You can even get a copy for free!” Okay...well...
David claims his biblical genealogy is 99 percent accurate, starting with a chart of Adam’s descendants.
Like Biblia, all individuals are documented from exact Bible verses, and David also provides a note
page with things in the Bible related to genealogy.

Since David has invested several years of very hard and tedious work to put together his biblical
genealogy, he really doesn’t want to sell his work. However, for $250 he will sell you his GEDCOM.
So what about the free part? Well, David will give a free copy of his manuscript to anyone who finds a
biblical person in the wrong place in the genealogy line he presents. But, there’s a catch. “If you think
you see an error like that please send me the name of the person and the chapter and verse in the Bible
to support your claim. One caution, there are differing interpretations about where certain people fit
in the overall genealogy. I will not accept those as errors, since nobody really knows for sure what the
answer should be.” I guess that’s David’s polite way of saying, “Show me the money.”

Can we really trace our lineage back to Adam? In Donna Potter-Phillips’ article “History of
Genealogy,” she cites a 1984 article by Robert C. Gunderson, at the time the senior royalty research
specialist at the Family History Library, that answered the question with a simple no. Gunderson
wrote, “Every pedigree I have seen that attempts to bridge the gap between that time [circa AD 450
to AD 752] and the biblical pedigree appears to be based on questionable tradition, or at worst, plain
fabrication. Generally, these pedigrees offer no evidence as to the origin of the information, or they cite
a vague source.”

So, for those who wish to put a little fun into their genealogy, tracing one’s ancestry back to
biblical times may make for an interesting diversion, but shouldn’t be taken too seriously.

As for my friend Chris, well, she may be related to Adam and I'm not, but at least I actually have
one up on her. My name is mentioned in the Bible. DG
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