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is the webmaster’s almost disdain for genealogy, except, of  course, for Jesus himself. For example, 
“Most ancestors were holy and important people…but some of  us would have been ashamed of  
ancestors who were criminals, murderers, prostitutes, adulterous…” I hate to break the news to the 
webmaster, but if  you believe you are somehow related to Adam and Eve, those were your ancestors. 
[Editor’s note: This Web site was changed to a Spanish-language site between the author’s writing of  this column 
and the final production of  the magazine—one more reminder of  the fluid nature of  the Internet.]

Luckily there were many more biblical sites enthusiastic about genealogy as a whole, although 
it was difficult finding one that went from the known (English royals) to the really, really unknown 
(Bible). One site that just reverberated about biblical genealogy was by David Marshall. Consider this 
little statement: “Bible Genealogy Manuscript for sale. You can even get a copy for free!” Okay…well…
David claims his biblical genealogy is 99 percent accurate, starting with a chart of  Adam’s descendants. 
Like Biblia, all individuals are documented from exact Bible verses, and David also provides a note 
page with things in the Bible related to genealogy. 

Since David has invested several years of  very hard and tedious work to put together his biblical 
genealogy, he really doesn’t want to sell his work. However, for $250 he will sell you his GEDCOM. 
So what about the free part? Well, David will give a free copy of  his manuscript to anyone who finds a 
biblical person in the wrong place in the genealogy line he presents. But, there’s a catch. “If  you think 
you see an error like that please send me the name of  the person and the chapter and verse in the Bible 
to support your claim. One caution, there are differing interpretations about where certain people fit 
in the overall genealogy. I will not accept those as errors, since nobody really knows for sure what the 
answer should be.” I guess that’s David’s polite way of  saying, “Show me the money.”

Can we really trace our lineage back to Adam? In Donna Potter-Phillips’ article “History of  
Genealogy,” she cites a 1984 article by Robert C. Gunderson, at the time the senior royalty research 
specialist at the Family History Library, that answered the question with a simple no. Gunderson 
wrote, “Every pedigree I have seen that attempts to bridge the gap between that time [circa AD 450 
to AD 752] and the biblical pedigree appears to be based on questionable tradition, or at worst, plain 
fabrication. Generally, these pedigrees offer no evidence as to the origin of  the information, or they cite 
a vague source.”

So, for those who wish to put a little fun into their genealogy, tracing one’s ancestry back to 
biblical times may make for an interesting diversion, but shouldn’t be taken too seriously. 

As for my friend Chris, well, she may be related to Adam and I’m not, but at least I actually have 
one up on her. My name is mentioned in the Bible. DG
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